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To the Right Honourable 


Sr ZOHAN FLEET, 


Lord Mayor . 


OF THE 
C1T1X of LONDON. 


MY LORD, 


N due Obedience to your Lord/hip's C ommand, this 
Sermon is made ' publick : ſuch an Authority alone 
could give it the Confidence to appear abroad ; for, I 

concerve, there ts nothing therein, t4 recommend it ſo far, 
but that it may be thought ſomewhat ſeaſonable. An1 when 
no F- than the T errors of the Lord will perſwade Men, 
'tis fit that ſuitable Examples be ſet before us, that, as in 
a Glaſs, we may ſee the Complexion of our Times, and not 
forget what manner of People we are, wh are apt to feed 
our very Diſeaſes,and make our Dangers become more in- 
curable ; when , by the wiſeſt Courſes , we ſhould en- 
deavour wholly to avoid them. How far your Lordſhip 
has been ſenſible of theſe Miſtakes, and their Conſe- 
quences, your Conduct has ſuſſiciently demonſtrated ; be- 
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ing fully aware of the Miſchiefs of precipitate Motions 
S Pure. : - rey p by Ne. like Pha- 
eton , might miſ-guide, and ſet on fire the World ; well 
foreknowing, T hat ſuch Evils are beſt prevented in 
their Riſe, and ſtifled in their Beginnings : for t00 ea- 
fie a Compliance with the Tempers and Infirmities of 
Men, would be, as when a Phyſician humours the De- 
fires of fick Perſons, when he ſhould be exerciſing his 
Skill, in a true Method of their Cure. | 

This is a ſecond time your. Lordſhip hath beef ad- 
wancet to an Eminent. Station. T he ff was, When 
to Govern prov'd a Task, next to ſtilling the Noiſe of 
the Waves, I he Madneſs of the Pegple © and now 
again, your Lordſhip ſits at the Helm,” when the Sea 
runs high; yet, by a watchful Eye, have ſhunn'd the 
Rocks and Shelves on either hand. 

To diſcharge a Truſt, in ſo Critical a JunFure, re- 
quires ſuch a Reaty Reſolution. But I forget how great an 
Interruption I may give your Lordſhip in the weighty Af- 
fairs committed to your Management, and ſo worthy of 


your Care ; therefore I hall only humbly beg leave to ſub- 
ſcribe my ſelf, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's 


Moſt Obedient Servant, .. 
fonas Warly. 


, 
- 


SERMON 


Lord Mayor. 


St. Matth. xxiv. the middle part of the 
Third Verſe. 


Tell us, when ſhall theſe things be? \and 
what ſhall be the fign of thy coming, 
and of the end of T world? 


UR Saviour Chriſt and his Diſci- 
() ples (as appears by the Context) 
being at this time met together, at 

the Temple of Feruſalem, they , out of a 
Reverend Contemplation of the place, took 
occaſion to magnihe the ſtately Structure of 
that beautiful Fabrick ; but their Maſter, 
ſeeing farther into the real Condition of it, 
than 
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than their feeble|/Apprehenfions could ſearch, 
immediately foretold them, that they valued 
but a ſhort-livd SpeFacle ; a City and Tem- 
ple, that ſhould quickly become a mere heap 
of Rubbiſh : and that which they now be- 
held with ſo pleafing Admiration, ſhould 
ſoon more aſtoniſh the Spectators, with the 
horrid appearance of utter Deſolation. The 
amuſement which this News wrought in 
their minds, kept them filent awhile, till 
- they came from the City to the Mount of 
Olizes : for then the Text ſays, as he fat 
there, his Diſciples came to him privately, ſay- 
ing, Tell us, when hall theſe things be? So 
that the flouriſhing fight of Jeruſalem, and 
the Temple in their Glory, did not carry 
with it a more ſtrong ſurprizal before, 
than the frightful Imagination of them in 
their dreadful Ruines did after. For what 
Queſtion of profounder difhculty, or grea- 
ter concern, could be ſtarted thence, than the 
Times and Signs of the Deſtruction of thoſe 
glorious Buildings, and the Eternal Funeral 
of the whole World * 

This Queſtion in the Text confifts of 
Three Parts, 


I. Ihe 
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IL The Time of the Deſtruction of Feruſalem. 

II. The Signs of. the Coming of Chrift ; And, 

III. Of the End of the World. 

Though Queſtions are uſually the buſineſs of 
T beological Schools, while they are controverted and 
diſcuſsd ; yet they are as properly the Subject of 
the Pulpit, after they are anſweredand ſtated : and 
therefore | ſhall here begin with Chriſt, the Perſon 
queſtioned, who ought to have the firſt place in our 
Ditcourſe, from whom, not only the Foundation 
of this preſent:Col loquy, but all things elſe recerved 
their Original. Common Reaſon teaches every one 
that is in doubt,to apply themſelves for ſatisfaction, 
to thoſe who are 1ntallibly able to reſolve them - 
And what Riddle 1s too hard ; for this Oedipus ? 
What Prophecy too abſtrule for this Oracle? From 
whom every Event muſt have a particular Commit- 
fion before ever 1t can come to paſs. Nor is this On:- 
niſcient Caſuit leſs willing than able to fatisfie our 
Enquiries, provided we make no propoſals to him, 
but tuch as the Knowledge thereof ſhall conduce to 
our Benefit, and that (a Man would think) is a very 
eaie Condition. Chriſt indeed would do no Mi- 
racle, when it was to gratitie mere Curioſity, or give 
a ſign when unfit or unreaſonable ; as when the fews - 
at his Paſſion cried out , If thou be the Ch iſt, come 
down from the Croſs,and we ol believe thee, The very 
means which they propos'd for the ſatisfaction of $ 
their 
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theiridoubt would more harden them i in their Un- 
belief: for Ohriftchadno-other way to'prove him- 
ſelf the Meſras, but by ftwying there, 'and redeem- 
ing Mankind'byhis Sufferings. So the faults in the 
Petitioner alone,whenHeaven affords not our'Que- 
ſtionsa fatisfutbry Anſwer. For fince Chriſt never 
demes'to grant /any thing to them that"ask, unleſs 
they ask amiſs; it might well give the Diſciples 
hopes to meet here with a favourable Audience, 

and aiready Compliance with their earneſtDefires ; 

for which end 4hey came to him privately as he ſate on 
the Mount of Olives : which drgnes, that as they had 
made choice of a-conventent place to propoſe their 
Interrogatories; fo they'thought- the-di{covery of 
Auch important Secrets, 4as to becommunicated to 
none, but his/Boſotm-Friends , inſeparable Atten- 
dants, and Beloved Apoſtles. 

Wherefore when he was removed fromall other 
Followers, -and retreated from the City 'to this ſa/r- 
tary Retirement, they7oitly'cofitur tia miodeft Ap- 
plication to him, to: be certified in theſe 'material 
Queſtions propos a; the firſt whereof is, 

I. The Time of the Fe Auriens of Jeruſalem. 
The mevitable Deſtiny of which plate'Chrift had 
voluntarily foretold them, -in'the-end of the pre- 
ceding Chapter ; and the Fore-runners of it he fur- 
ther explainsto them 1n the ſubſequent part of this. 
He did not think'fit toacquant them with the very 

preciſe 
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preciſe time, but inigeneral tells them, That, Y. 
this generation:/hall' not paſs away,till all-theſe «ke 5 
fulfilled; that 1s, 1n ſucha ſpace of Years, as many, of 
them:then-preſent ſhould-hiveito.fee it. Which dil- 
mal ;Event: came: fully to, pals, 1 in leſs than half a' 
Century after ;; ſo, 

I. Lhe next thing that falls under Enquiry 1s, 
What were thoſe S1gns ? which I ſhall refer to the 
latter part, and fo haſten to, 

II. The next-Particular, What they were Fore- 
runners of, which is twofold. 

1. Of Ctr'{t's Coming. And, 

2. Of the End of the World. 

1. By the firſt of which, we may, underſtand' the 
End and Period of the fems/State. And, 

2. By the End of the World, We may look forward 
to the final Doom, when Chriſt ſhall. come to judge it. 
And-fince it may: refer to both, -it may afford ſome 
uſeful Inſtruction diſtintly to confider them. 

If then we take it in the firſt ſenſe, What they. 
ſhould meet with before theſe terriblethings ſhould 
come to paſs; Chriſt's Anſwer is, They ſhould hear 
of -wars,and rumours of wars,but the end mas not yet-; 1.e. 
greater ſhould follow. Thoſe were but the Alarms 
of what they ſhould afterwards feel, for Nation /hould 
riſe againſt Nation, and what was likely to be the 
moſt melancholy part of it, it-was.foxetold(tho' they 
were not ſo wiſeto diſcern or conſider it) Hhat they 
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ſhould become the Authours of their own Calami- 
ties, and lay the firſt Scene of this ſad Tragedy 
themſelves. For by Nation, in the Judgment of In- 
terpreters, may be underſtood, Principality againft 
Principality; Region againſt Region; Fcibe againſt 
Tribe; ifnot ſo unhappy as to be divided againſt 
it ſelf : and theſe Civil Commotions our Saviour terms 
the beginning of their ſorrows, and were but Prepara- 
toriesand Fore-runners of greater ſtill behind, v.15. 
For when ye /hall ſee the abomination of deſolation, i.e. 
when cloſely encompaſs'd by the Enemy, v. 21. 
then ſhall be great tribulation, ſuch as was not ſince the 
beginning of the world. Such as words could not ſuff- 
ciently expreſs, nor tears lament, v. 15, Then who- 
ſo readeth, let him-underſtand. 

For, by this time,theRomans had caſt a trench about 
them,and kept them in on every ſide; Luk.192.4.3. yet did 
not theirContentions abate. Indeed, when a long and 
ſtreight Siege had brought the Sword, Famine, and 
Peſtilence all at once, and Judgments came in ſo 
thick one upon the heels of another, for a while their 
Heats ſeem a little to ſlacken, and as it were, be- 
came Confederates, to make head againſt the R6- 
mans, as a Common-Enemy. I his put a little ſtop 
to their inteſtine Broyls ; yet alas, their Animoh- 
ties were not cured, but reſpited ; the fire was not 
- put out, but ſmother'd : It burnt inward, and on 

the firſt occaſion, when ſtirr'd, broke out again. 

| For 
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For if the Enemy did once draw off, or make a 
truce, they were ſoon in a freth Conſpiracy, and 
there was a ſtrife through al! the [ribes of Iſrael.In- 
ſomuch, that had the Belieger s but Patience to have 
ſtood ſill, and lookt on, they might'have diſcern'd 
them in a Teady way to fall; ; if not by their Valour, 
at leaſt by their own Misfortunes, which muſt 
needs very much animate the Romans : for had they 
not been able todo it, the Sedition and Rage with- 
3n the City muſt in courſe , by ſuch repeated At(- 
ſaults, have deſtroyed it ſelf. 

For want of Union there was not Strength e- 
nough to quiet theMutinous within : and upon the 
ſame reaſon, they became too feeble and weak to 
oppoſe the Enemy without : And then the Roman 
Eagle ſoon began to ſeize, and clap its triumphant 
Wings over its ſo eafte Prey. And, if we enquire in- 
to the Grounds, we ſhall find their Diviftons,among 
other great Iniquities, were at the bottom of theſe 
doleful Calamities : for when they had fill'd up the 
meaſures of their Fathers, 1 Theſf.2.16. the wrath of 
God, faith the Apoſtle, came upun them to the utter- 
moſt For there was a Combination of Evils,and God 
ſuffered each by turns to do its part. Nay, Religion, 
which, of all other, in its own Nature tends moſt to 
compoſe Differences , had here by their miſtakes a- 
bout it, clear contrary Eſtects, and did molt en- 
rage and foment them. 


"That 
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That; which in it ſelf is deſcribed by. St. James, 
to, be peaceable, gentle,caſte to be:intreated;was the on- 
ly thing about which they would. not be pacified: 
'Fhat which was made up of all the healing Ingre- 
dientsand intended to breath nothing butLove,and 
Good Will among men, Luk. 2. 14. became here the 
Reverſe to all this, and prov'd the main Cauſe of 
their Civil Wars and Contentions. Being as much 
divided- in their Opinions, about the manner. of 
their Worſhip, as th2 Philoſophers, of old; about 
theirSummum Bonum,thetrChiefeſt Good ; and thereby 
minc'd intoas many Petty Factions, almoſt,as there 
were Ceremonies in their Law. For here you might 
ſee an Eſſene ſo-preciſe,as would not offer up Sacri- 
fice in the Temple,for fear of a dehlement ; there a 
vain-glorious Pharifee, boaſting his ſpiritual Perfe- 
ions in his very Prayers; and yondera prophane 
Sadducee, denying both Spirits and. Reſurrection, 
thoſe chief Foundations of all Religion ; an effe- 
nal contrivance- of Satan to diſtract the unſtable 
minds of Men ; and each contending which {ſhould 
prevail, at. laſt this difterence in Judgment roſe to 
high diſcontents; and the want of mutual Quiet, by 
degrees, was hatch'd into a publick Diforder : ſo 
theſe Heart-burnings, which at firſt, like a few 
ſmall Sparks, ſcatter'd in ſeveral places, at length 
uniting, were blown up into an outragious Flame ; 
and came from Arguments to Swords, and from 
private 
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private (Quarrels into open Tamalts. Their Divifi- 
on brought them into fuch a Dilemma, as they could 
turn no way with ſafety ; 'to fuch a fad choice, 
either ito be cut off by an Enemy without ; or, 
what ts more:grievous and unnatural, to be ſhut up 
with no leſs mortal Enmities within ; for there was 
no peace mm [frael. And if the cine ſtruck in 
with any of thoſe ſtrong contending Parties, they 
were like to fall a Sacrifice to their own Heats ; if 
they continued Neuters, to be a Booty to one, or 
both, that were ſo hotly engag'd : If 'they endea- 
voured to ſecure themſelves by flight, they were'in 
danger, as Joſephus informs, tobe deſtroyed, under 
the pretence of Deſerters and Betrayers of their Li- 
berty. For our Saviour gives this teftimony of them, 
T bat they bated: and accuſed one another. Nay, thoſe 
means that they were moſt confident in, did in 
effe& ſtrike in to deceive them ; even their falſe 
Prophets, (who had ſo far gain'd upon their Faith, 
and on whom they relyed) mit-led thetn to their 
Ruine. For, by their Advice, ſome followed Simon 
with his Army in the Wilderneſs, as the Perſon 
(whom they were made to believe) ſhou'd work 
their deliverance. Some reforted to the City, as.the 
beſt fortified place ; others were directed to Joby. 
and his Faction, that was called the Zealous, that 
kept within the 7 emple, being affur'd, that they on- 
ly who fied thither ſhould eſcape ; in hopes of 
which, 
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which, they were hereby kept back from the on- 
ly Remedy, a ſeaſonable Flight, by which the true 
Chriſtians did eſcape, at the removing of the Siege 
by Gallus : ſo that nothing could more aſcertain 
their deſtruction, than that very way by which they 
only thought to avoid it. For they ſtaying behind in 
[anch and not flying, as our Saviour counſelled his 

iſciples, in a month after were ſhut up by a freſh 
Siege, and deſtroyed by T its. Thus when the fins 
of a Nation provoke God, to give them up to their 
own Counſels, He infatuates them, and makes eve- 
ry ſtep they take for their Safety, to be an occafi- 
on of their Fall ; and, themſelves unthinking of it, 
in a ſenſeto become their own Executioners. 

The Summ of what I have ſaid, is, That their 
Sins and Diviſions made way for all this, and had a 
greater ſhare in bringing this Calamity upon them, 
than the Roman Army ; and what was yet an ad- 
dition to all, they never could out-live theſe 
their Misfortunes : but, as if a Spirit of Strife 
haunted them in every Change of Condition,they 
were not a-whit more reconciled, when their C1- 
ty was taken, and under their New Maſters. For 
how then were they divided about the Lawfulneſs 
of Subjection © ſome were content to be '[ribu- 
taries others, deny'd it as an- unjuſt Demand ; 
pleading their Privilege of being Abraham's Chil- 
dren, and never in bondage to any : John 18. and 
ſo 
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ſo choſe to periſh by an obſtinate Refiſtance, rather 
than pay Allegiance to an Heathen Emperor, Hence 
-it was, that we read of the Se of Judas of Ga- 
lilee,whoſe blood was poured out, and by Pilate mingled 
with their ſacrifices, Luk. 13. 1. from which we ſee 
what miſerable efteCts, the Envy of the Leaders of 
Three Sets brought upon the Jews; no leſs than 
an equal number of Calamittes, an irreparable De- 
ſtruftion on their City, Temple, and Religion. T his 
was the ſad Iflue of their Jarrs and Difſentions, and 
at the ſame time an Apology for — ; that 
they had none to charge tor their Sufferings, but 
themſelves. I wiſh that Paleſtine had been the only 
lace that afforded inſtances of this kind ; but too 
viſible are the effects that attend this Sin, both in 
Sacred and Prophane Story. I need mention but one ; 
What an Overtlowing of Blood did a Fa&ion pro- 
duce in Africa ; when Donatus the Ring- ,, - 
” x pt, & A111. 
leader, and his Foliowers, as Diotrephes, 
whom the Apoſtle mentions, 3 Joh. 9. for the pre- 
eminence of a Party., brought no leſs than utter Ru- 
ine upon that Church, and Government. 

Thus when the diſagreement of thoſe in Feru- 
ſalem ran fo high, and the ſeditious ſo numerous ; 
the oppoſite Followers, both of Simon,and John, grew 
fo over-hcated and fiery, that the fewyh Hiſtorian 
remarks, | hat there was more Rancour and inve- 
terate alice again{t each other, whom their Reli- 
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gion ſhould have made Friends, than the Heathen 
Arms that were their open and profeſs'd Enemies. 
'Tis a ſore Judgment, when God ſuffers a People to 
become their own Oppoſers, and prepare methods 
for their own Ruine; and moſt commonly ſuch 
are the ſad Effects, and Remains of contending 
Parties. Thus have we done with the firſt part, re- 
lating to the Time and Signs of the Deſtruction of 
Feruſalem ; and ſo procee to, 

2. The ſecond, Of the End of the World ; which, 
in reſ} ect to God, as to its certainty, is already 
come, to whom a thouſand years are but as one day, 
and that by way of Condeſcenfion , for they are 
as nothing ; it being true, not only in Philoſophy, 
That he is at all places preſent ; but at all times 
too, for ſo we have it in our Dozology, As it was 
mn the beginning, is now, &c. But in reſpect to Man, 
we can only fay, Behold, the hour is coming. So 1 
ſhall not, with ſome forward ConjeCturers, venture 
to gueſs at the time, or determine1ts period, theſe 
are too nice as well as dangerous Enquiries ; here 
the Angels vail their faces, and dare not pry ſo far 
| into the deep things of God ; much lets 1s it for 
us to know the times and ſeaſons, being a Secret 
which God alone hath reſerv'd for himſelf. 

So all that I ſhall ſay, 1s, in the words of St. 
Jobn the Baptiſt, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven 


ts at hand ; and, for ought we know, ſo near, that, 
ſhould 
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ſhould we look back to our paſt Aftions, we would 
wiſh to put that day and bour further from us : But 
if weare curious with the Diſciples, to be infor- 
med when this ſhall come to paſs, and what ſhall 
be the /ign, I will go with you as far as I may, 
and with a fafe curiofity ſearch into futurity. 
There are ſome dark hints, by the expreffion of 
the latter days,. and the end of the world, which 
ſeem to look that way. So far then as the Scri- 
pture hath given us I:ght ; the Signs of it are ſet 
down in the words following my Text. 

(1.) There ſhall many come in my name, and de- 
cetyve many, 

2.) Te /hall hear of wars and rumours of wars, 
Nation ſhall riſe againſt Nation, &C. 

(3.) There ſhall be Earthquakes in divers places. 

Now as far as they were Fore-runners of the 
FewiſhDeſolation,] have ſpoken already; but if by the 
End of the World they reſpect a Final Diſſolution, 
then, v. 33. Know that it is near, even at the doors : 
ſo I ſhall examine them as they he 1n order. 

(1.) There ſhall many come in my name, and deceive 
many. T his needs no proof in our Ape, which ve- 
rifies the words of feremtah, Jer. 5.31. T be Prophets 
propheſre falſly, an1 my people love to have it ſo ; and 
the Apoſtle obſerves, That in the latter days, there 
ſhould be a ſtrange diſpoſition to Errour, having 
itching Ears, not enduring ſound Dotrine, 1. e. fo at- 
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fected with Novelties, and that true Athenian 
Humour, as to be ever in Love with ſome new 
thing. 

Li pfrus's words ſeem to be ſomewhat Propheti- 
cal of theſe times, Nullun ſeculum religionts feracius, 
nec pietatis fterilius, For no Age ever made a grea- 
ter noiſe, nor a leſs practice of Chriſtianity. Ne- 
ver more Pharifaical obſervance, and outward 
thows of Piety ; and 1f without breach of Charity 
we may judge from what appears, never leſs /n- 
cere Lowe, or inward Devotion ; as if a bare ſound of 
the Goſpel was only defign'd to go thro the World, 
without leaving any Prints of vertuous Impreſſions 
behind it : little remains with ſome, but the mere 
empty Name of being Chriſtians. 

(2.) Asto wars and rumours of wars, &c. Tho' 
we have not a Comet in the form of a Sword,which for 


a year did hang over Jeruſalem ; yet we have a real: 


one, that for a far longer time has been unſheath- 
ed, and ſeems to have a Commiſſion to go through all 
Lands ; there ſcarce being an habitable part of the 
World, 'but either is in, or preparing for Battel, 
(3. ) And as to the third Sign ; We have had in. 
the Revolution of one Year, Earthquakes i in divers 
laces, as to their extent perhaps not to be paral- 
lell d; diſtant Countries trembling at once, tho the 
oreat Neep interposd ; as if there was no Element 
to go free: and as to their frequency, ſcarce ever 
known 
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known more numerons ; and ſuch as we have not 
only heard of by Witnefles from other [/ands, but 
have had ſome monitory Warnings of them in our 
own. I ſhall not entertain you with.any curious 
Speculations as to their natural Cauſes; all that I 
ſhall hence obſerve 1s, when God is angry, he will 
ſhew himſelf wonJerful in power : and 1f nothing 
lefs will awake a {tupid World,  Hhake the very foun- 
dations of the Earth, as if He would puniſh the 
breach of his Law 1n as terrible a manner, as he firſt 
proclaimed It. 

Seneca 19 his f:zth Book of Natural Queſtions, re- 
lates this to be the moſt dreadful Calamity inci- 
dent to Mankind : his Reaſons are, Hoſtem muro 
r-pellam, &c. A Wiilmay keep out a powerful Ar- 
my, Hoveis mav theiter from a Tempeſt, and a 
Houſe from «a Sicrm ; we may run from Fire, and 
Vaults under gro:: aro 1 cemedy againſt Thunder 
and Lightning;Intime of Yettilence we may change 
our Dwellings : but this alone is unavoidable, which 
at once empties Cities, and overturns them, and 
if any thing yet can ſpeak 1t more diſmal, ſome- 
times ſcarce any remaining to give the ſad. Rela- 
tion ; and tis a Mercy (as in the cafe of a Meſſenger 
toJob) if one only eſcape to tell the matter. An-amazing 
Conhtderation, that when a People walking upon 
the ground as on a molt ſure foundation; 'and bu- 
fied about the Affairs of Life, that it ſhould. open 


its 
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its mouth, and all of a ſudden ſwallow them up 
into a Land of Forgetfulneſs. An aſtoniſhing ſight, 
to ſee whole Countries as, i the beginning , rude 
and without form :. Gen. 1. 1, 2. all which, if not 
Fore-runners ; yet I am ſure there can't be more 
lively Emblems and Repreſentations of a general 
Diſſolution. What ſhall they do then, who ſay. Pet. 
3+ 4. Where is the ſign of his coming 9 All things are 
as they were, and to morrow ſhall be as to day. Alas, 
we know not what to morrow may bring forth ! 
They as little thought of it then, as we do now, 
when the Earth gap'd and buried them in one 
common Grave. Nay, fince the S;gns may reſpect 
both, we may perhaps be rouz'd up out of our ſleep, 
by the ſound of the La# Trump. So, if theſe things 
that we have ſeen and heard at preſent,and what we 
believe to come, will not work us into an amend 
ment, we are incurable. X 
Nothing now remains but to ſee how far theſe 
things are applicable to our ſelves. I ſhall only, 
firſt, obſerve to you , how unwilling God was to 
puniſh. How often was this repeated ? Repent ye, for 
the kingdom of beaven is at hand. How long ? Even 
forty years they were told, the axe was laid to the roct 
of the tree; and when there was no remedy, yet 
even then, what pauſes Chriſt made, before he pro- 
nounced that dreadful ſentence ; and at laſt in his 
approach near to the City, became a chief Mour- 


ner, 
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ner, and wept over it himſelf : nay, he ſhed tears, 
though in his Triumph, and intermingled a figh 
amidft the loudeſt Hoſanna's and Acclamations in 
his Royal Progreſs; to think what an inevitable 
Ruine they had brought on themſelves and Natian ; 
and that a choſen People, that had been the Envy 
of the World, ſhould become the greateſt Scorn of 
it. And theſe things, ſays the Apoſtle, were writ- 
. ten for our inſtruction, to beware of thoſe Sins 
for which others have been ſo ſeverely ſcourged.. 
We reſemble them (I fear) too much in Impreties 
of all kinds, in want of Love and Duty to God, 
and in Afedions one to another: Our Diviſions 
are as many, and our Provocations as great, and 
1f-we continue to take the ſame courſe, what can 
we expect but a like iflue ? For though we have 
not Chriſt upon Earth to foretel by Signs in partt- 
cular, as he did to Jeruſalem; yet we have his 
Holy Word as a ſtanding Prophecy, wherein we 
are told, I hat unleſs we repent , we ſhall likewiſe 
periſh. For in the order of Juſtice, as well as 
Nature, (where God in Mercy does not prevent) 
the ike Cauſes do conſtantly produce the like 
Effefts: Nay, as in the Bodies of fick Perſons, 
the Prognoſtick Signs and Tikens of Death are fre- 
quently the ſame, when the Diſeaſes mainly differ ; 
lo theſe three contingent Futures as preſaging Marks 
and Portents may compleatly agree ; for the vari- 
os 
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ous Ruines of Nations, though compaſs'd by very 
different Cauſes and Springs of Deftruffion. 
Far be it from 'me, with the unwelcome Meſ- 
ſage of Micatah, to foretel not good, but evil to the 
lace I live in ; I do not pretend to any ſuch Pro- 
phetick Judgment ; nor 1s there need of greater 
obſervation, than what evidently ariſes from things 
themlelves. For, 1f as our Saviour obſerves, When 
ye ſee a cloud, ye ſtraightway ſay, T here is a ſhower, and 
fo it is ; why not then, if ye ſee the Earth once 
more over-ſpread with Wickedneſs, account it as 
a fore-runner of a Storm ; For theſe are not Dreams 
_ of adiſtemper'd Fancy, but what the Scripture de- 
clares, and (if we look into God's ways, and ſee 
how he hath dealt with other People,) what the 
Event does verifie. God will not ſuffer his ſpirit al- 
ways to ſtrive with man ; and when Corruption 1s al- 
moſt univerſal, and, 1 Joh. 5. 19. The whole world 
lieth in wickedneſs, 1t ſeems to me what the Prophet 
Jeremiah ſpeaks, Fer. 25. 35. as if God had once 
more a Controverſe with all Nations ; for he has 
thrown them into ſuch circumſtances, as they can 
in no wile extricate or diſ-intangle themſelves ; and 
ſuch an intereſt is interwoven and runs thro' the 
whole, which(as inaLabyrinth)no party knows how 
to' get out of. But whatever may be the Events of a 
War abroad.let us not,by falling intoDiſcontents,and 
Parties, ſacrifice our Peace at home ; and then this 
| may 
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may be: our Comfort under the worſt that can hap* 
pen, That our Sins and private Diflentions dic) not 
contribute to it ; ſo that whatever the neceſſity of 
publick- Aﬀairs may oblige 1 tg, yet twill be our 
ſatisfa&tion, if in our reſpective fiations we have 
done all we can to prevent it. We have heard that 
Droiſoms had the greateſt ſhare in Jeruſalem's Fall ; 
and Hiftorions tell us,” that in all tumes, they have 
been the occafion of the greateſt Suiterings in our 
own ;/ for England is fitly compared to an Animal of 
ſuch a' Conſtitution, that unleſs it breeds xts own 
Diſeaſe, ——_ can deſtroy it. - And, when there 
are ſuch il Symptoms, we ſhould, one would think, 
grow fick of our Feuds, and our unprofitable Con- 
tentions : moſt certainly every.ones private intereſt 
is beſt ſecured in 4 publick Good; and whenever 
an enupſea gory s$to ſhew their ſtrength in 
ling down anEftab ment ; I hey may perchance 
meet with'the like Fate he had, to bury themſelves 
inthe fingeRuines that they makes. Let mat Zeal to 
a Partyfo blind our Aﬀetions, as to.purchaſe the 
Jews Motto, Thy Ruixe is from thy falf : though we 
are {© enthappy to-have-numerous-Qpinians, let us, 
'as faras may be, avoid theu!l ettetts of them,; Lg 
not afry who pretend 'to.agree incommen-Chriſkia; 
nity, rend that ſeamlels Coat without, Cauſe, and 
without End, 1n-contending about its Fringes. For 


Xt " 've a good thing for Brethren todmell tagetber un 
D Unty, 
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Vnity, 1t muſt be of very ill CLIT to = at. 
variance: for a Man may as well hope to' ſee a 
Body in a Fever, and every Member out of Joynt, 
and feel no pain ; as a City or Kingdom diſ- united 
by Graudgings and Animofities, to be eafie;' or un- 
der the'Condition of a laſting Happineſs. If Dan- 
gers abroad, and at home a fiery Zeal, | and.Am- 
bitton'; if familiar Friends ready 'to lift up their 
beels againſt one another, be 11! Fore-runners ;, the 
preſent State of things ſeem to beina very. ſtrange 
Conjun#ion ;' and if we'may judge: from. Story, *tis 
an 1ll Prefage to- a People, where ſo unhappy a 
INT prevails. 


' The Politick Body may make this wiſe Qbſervati; 


on fromthe Natural,” compos'd-of four Elements. of 


the 'moſt eontraty: Qualities, and diſagreeing Na- 
tures ; that while their Operations tend to the fame 
end, and that there is kept.a due, Lemper, the 
Whole is preferved.: But when ary, one Humour 
predominates,' it-.-is1made thereby uncapable of. 2 
regular Diſcharge e of .its Office.” We may once more, 
to our ſhame, be ſent tothe Bee and Ant, Emblems 
nd Prudence as well as Diligence, where all are at 
work't her for a Common Stock; and if 1 may fo 
ay; do fortifie and intrench. themſelves againſt the 
Injuries of Seafons. And we muſt bea very dull and 
unthinking People, 1f we do not look upon, our 
| 0g as Sharers 10a Ipcrndg Loſs: forſuch frrokes 
afte 
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affect fo many ways that inione ſenſe or other;cve- 
ry one mult feel it. [know when any thing of. this 
kind falls out, we are forward to make our. Conje- 


ures about it ; to impute 1t to Miſmanagement, to 
want of Conduct, or Stoxes'of Proviſion, to ſome 


unlucky Chance, or what not.;. But 'tis no ſuch 
Riddle: or Myſtery to find out the Cauſe, it 1s too 
viſible ; but we are apt to.lay it any where-but 
where we ought, namely ,' upon our Sins. We 
forget, God..is; concern'd , in over-ruling. Humane 
Afairs, and may interpoſe to fruſtrate the Wieſt 
Counſek. Next. under God, . is. what: Ageſilaus 
ſaid of Sparta 3 Unanimity is the ſtrongeſt Wail toa 
City; 3 this makes faſt: the Bars of its Gates ; this 
bends the Bow, puts Courage inty theiSoldier, and 
Fear | into. the Enemy. 'Fhe Roman Hiſtorian tells us, 
"I was not the Sword but Union that made the Mo- 
narchs of Greece and Rome, Maſters of the World : 
Diſcard hinders the due Execution of. the beſt Ad- 
vices; and Greg. Nazian. comparesa.Government to 
a Ship at Sea,and few confider how many times it 
— the Skill of the mo# experienced: Pilot to 
ſteer it in a Tempeſt. Let not the Opinion of be- 
ing on. this or that Side flatter, us into Security; for.be 
the Cauſe what it will, yet our Sins.may with-hold 
ood things from.us : nor may we depend on; qur be- 
ing of a more pure Religion, for judgment begun at 
the bouſe of God, and the "ory time, of the Paſſoger, 


WAaS 


m—— 


22 A Sermon Preachd © 


wasthe beginning of this Jewihh Slaughter; by which 
'we may fee, that God does not refpe& the Place 
where Chrifttanity is profeſs'd, but where it ts 
praftis'd. What though we may have greater de- 
oSrees and meaſures of Knowledge, yet if we live 
notfutable thereto, "twill riſe up in judgment.againſt 
vs. ®Tis true, God will not ſuffer Truth to'fail, yet 
he has no where promiſed to contine 1t to any one 
fort of People,of which my Text is a great inſtance; 
for never any before, 'or fittce had ſo: much to pre- 
ſume upon in'this kind as Feruſalem had 3 of whom 
it was faid, Here will I dwell for ever : and (if God 
exempted-not the place where his Temple was built 
and his Hnovr dwelt) IF be ſpared not the Natiral 
Branches, Wheat | ſhall become” of them” that abey' not 
the Goſpel of 'Chriff? Neither tnay we hope to fare 
better, upotta- belief, that other Nations are worſe ; 
for the Romans,then Heathen, and profefs'd Enenites 
to Chriſtianity, who had join't with them 'in'cruti- 
fying the Lord'of Exfe, were here made the Inftru- 
ments of their Deſtrattion';; God ſometimes makes 
wicked Princes, .as the Aſſyrian and Babyloman, to 
be the Rod of bis Wrath, even againſt his own Peo- 
ple. Hut the Jews' could not believe any thing of 
all this; they cold not imagine that God would 
ſuffer a People in Covenant, and endear'd to him by 
fo many Fayours, to fall after ſo terrible a man- 
ner; nay, to the very laſt 'twas the leaft they fear- 
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ed ed, and nothing could convince then, That. thee 
bouſes. bald be. lefh wata them-deſdbate, *tall they be- 
held them before their eyes lie butiedintheir duft-: 
Herein was their deluſion , they accounted.upon the 
Priqileges, but tbok-no notice! of their. Di beifience 
that cancell'd them; reck'netl. much on: God's Pro-- 
mife to- them, but conſidered not the Cmditionrth 
had broke, and to what degrees their Sins had pro- 
voked him ; we cannot be more-inapprehenfive-of 
danger than they. were, when at the very brink'of 
Ruine., whom-no Prediction could perfwade, that 
they were fo'nigh a'final Deftrutfion, till the Event 
had proved 1 it. If ſo,let us, what they too long neg- 
) know the things ths belong) addin proce -our 
Lot is-failen:in a fair grolnd': ſort we have any eu, 
of Compathyntor onr ſelves or Relations ; 5'if 
Brethren Je; ompanzons ſake, we wiſh prof perity; if rity 
to fucha glorious City, fo pulous for its Inhabi- 
tants, ſo-regular for its Bui dings; hag any influence 
upon: us, as the/Pjaimiſt ſaith,” Let-us ſeek to do ber 
good.” For of 'T hrs it may be faid as of Feruſalen of 
old, by way of Admiration, Go round her, 
mark. well her Bulwarks, ber ſtrong Towers and beauti- 
ful Temples ; View ber Royal T brones, th&City of the 
great King, where God. is well bow in her'P aces; 
to the Dittreſſed both a Sandtary, and' a City v1 
Refuge. A true Parallel with Sion, It beingi not 


an. the Beauty, but partzking of -the Advantages: of. 
the: 
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the bole. Egrth;) ſo fituated, that alt things both of 
Pleaſure and Profit, as\utto'Canagn, come flowing 
into»it;'fince what 1s wanting fromiabroad, God 
bath made us a'way for-in-the ſea',- and a path in the 
mighty waters ; and ſucha one/which'[tands both 
as 2 Wall againſt the:Enemy; anda-Security toiour 
ſe! ' Time would fail meito recount how fig- 
nal-it is for its Deliverances, that when Deſolations 
_ areall roundabout us;we' have no complaining in our 
Frets ; when violent-Storms-are-abroad;-to-be in 
- A:quiet Condition at home-;: that:amongſt ſo-many 
Dwiſions and Strugglings of Parties,that Peace /hou 

ſtr be within ber walls. 1m an Age ſo full of ill:nature, 
1t:is a'Mercy that: (as by the oppofition-of 'contrar 

wayes) ere this weare notdathed'in- pieces;and-a- 
midfi; ſuch a coritradiction of Spirits, (when as the 
Apoftle ſaith, . we bite-and devour one another) it is 

next''to a Miracle that we are not conſumed” one of 
another, Gal..5; 1 5, Feruſalen's Strength-and Beau: 
'4y-Jaſted no longer. than . there was Unity: within 
'#; ſelf, which was as neceffary to the well-being 
of that Government, as Cement and Faftenings to 
her Buildings ; for a City, according to Aviftdls, is 
iaaG. zorenis., a Community: living under'*Regu- 
larity and Order, where every one-mutually com- 
bines; and is unanimous for: one general Good ; 
Without which it would not be a Civil Society, but 
a giddy Myltitude, God grant, before it be too late, 
«+; | that 
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"that both-one and other may hear with Fatience $3} 
"thoſe Sins diſcovered; that are enemies to our peace, | 
whether in Praftice or Opinion ; that HE would 
reduce the World to a happy ſtate of. Union, ,and 
ſtop the ifſue of Blood, and make Wars cited in 
'all. yr Werld:' but this. is: a Bleſſing we can | 
pet, till we are more juſt;to God and our. ; 
till more-fincere in our Wor ſhip, and more nt 
in our Re GREPRnce; | 

Having luthertoſhewn. what. were a common 
Nt. Fo of a People's Ruine, and what is. the 
- only way to prevent it in this World; it only: re- 
mains, that I confider:'em asin ref] pect to the Next; 
of, whichy f the(c. are; Signs, we have rap to fear, 4 
that, the: 2y-1s' approa rDnS. Bur adrait tl here will "SM 

no. FRCO-TUPNers 4 eof;" nd, Comet, a8 over | 
Jeruſalem, to; foretel, no Flaſh of 
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